
             

 

 Today we celebrate the gift of the Body and Blood of Christ. Let us pray for those who are 
hungry, malnourished and starving. 
 Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please contact the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul, by calling the rectory, so that together we can help those who are in need. 

St. Elizabeth family,  

Praised be Jesus Christ!  

I wanted to let you all know that, through prayerful discernment and spiritual direction, I have decided to dis-
cern out of the Archdiocese of Chicago and enter the novitiate with the Canons Regular of St. John Cantius. A 
persistent call to religious life and the vows, the community of brothers and priests, and their charism of re-
storing the sacred have caused me to have confidence, peace, and joy that this is the next step for my vocation-
al journey. The process is that I will become Br. Marko as I enter the community and (God-willing) Fr. Marko 
after completing the novitiate and my seminary formation.   

Practically speaking, this means I will no longer be serving at St. Elizabeth’s, as my full attention will be re-
quired of my new community. I will certainly miss ministering at St. Elizabeth’s and teaching the religious 
education Confirmation class.   

The Lord has truly blessed my time in the Archdiocese and at St. Elizabeth with you all. I will forever be 
grateful for your friendship and your witness to me. I genuinely look forward to our relationships continuing 
even if the circumstances are different. If you ever find yourself at St. John Cantius, please say hi!  

I want to thank Fr. Mike, Fr. Lukas, and you all for making St. Elizabeth my home for the past year. I also 
want to assure you of my prayers as I humbly ask for yours as well as I make this transition. 

Looking forward to building our Lord's universal Church together as aspiring saints!  

“If you are what you should be, you will set the world on fire.” – St. Catherine Siena   

In Christ,  

Marko Culjak  

It is Important to Finish Strong! 
This week we will cover the end of Mass. Following the Prayer after Communion, 
which is a Proper and can be sung, comes the Blessing, which is also a Proper, and 
can also be sung! An interesting note about the Blessing is that there are several op-
tions, which mirror the idea of progressive solemnity. There's the regular Blessing, 

and on special occasions we get the triple Blessing. This is the one with three invocations.  
Finally, the Dismissal, which also has several variations. During Eastertide, we get special dismissals (with 
the addition of Alleluias). The number of Alleluias depends on the degree of solemnity. On the major solem-
nities i.e. every day of the Easter Octave, we get two Alleluias, and on the other days we get just the one.  
After this, the priest reverences the altar and Mass is over. The end. 
But wait, what about the Recessional?!?!? Well, it is not part of Mass (which ends with the priest’s veneration 
of the altar) though it does function to escort the priest back down to us, and as a final communal act of 
thanksgiving. Since it is not part of the Mass, there is no prescribed text so we select hymns that are related to 
the Mass of the day, or perhaps to the season/time of year (Marian in May, Sacred Heart in 
June, St. Joseph in March etc.) or to a secular observance of great importance (Independence 
Day, Veterans Day, etc.).  
And just like that, we have made it through the entire Mass, albeit in quite an abbreviated man-
ner. I hope you have found this series to be informative and enriching of your faith life. I en-
courage you to continue to delve deeper into the Mass. It is the source and summit of Catholic 
life, and it is so important to orient our lives toward it. As one of my greatest teachers said, two 
people will grow in love with each other proportionately to how much they grow in mutual love 
of something “other”. I pray that you let your love of our Blessed Lord and His sacrifice at the 
altar be that which helps you grow to greater love of God our Father. 
St. Cecilia, St. Elizabeth of the Trinity…Pray for us! 
  --Mark Wozniczka, Music Director (mwozniczka@archchicago.org)  


