LAUDATO SI' - ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

This week marks the seventh anniversary of the release of Pope
Francis’ encyclical entitled Laudato Si” - On Care for Our Com-
mon Home.

Here are a few goals that the encyclical asks us to consider, as
citizens of the earth, that can help us care for our common home.

RESPONSE TO THE CRY OF THE EARTH

The Response to the Cry of the Earth is a call to protect our common home for the well-being of
all, as we equitably address the climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and ecological sustainability. Ac-
tions could include the adoption of renewable energies and energy sufficiency measures, achieving
carbon neutrality, protecting biodiversity, promoting sustainable agriculture, and guaranteeing ac-
cess to clean water for all.

RESPONSE TO THE CRY OF THE POOR

The Response to the Cry of the Poor is a call to promote eco-justice, aware that we are called to
defend human life from conception to death, and all forms of life on Earth. Actions could include
projects to promote solidarity, with special attention given to vulnerable groups such as indige-
nous communities, refugees, migrants, and children at risk, analysis and improvement of social
systems, and social service programs.

ADOPTION OF SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES

The Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles is grounded in the idea of sufficiency and promoting sobri-
ety in the use of resources and energy. Actions could include reducing waste and recycling, adopt-
ing sustainable dietary habits (opting for a more plant-based diet and reducing meat consumption),
greater use of public transport, active mobility (walking, cycling), and avoiding single use items
(e.g. plastic, etc.).

ECOLOGICAL SPIRITUALITY

Ecological Spirituality springs from a profound ecological conversion and helps us to “discover
God in all things”, both in the beauty of creation and in the sighs of the sick and the groans of the
afflicted, aware that the life of the spirit is not dissociated from worldly realities. Actions could
include promoting creation-based liturgical celebrations, developing ecological catechesis, retreats
and formation programs, etc.

ECOLOGICAL EDUCATION

Ecological Education is about re-thinking and re-designing curricular and institutional reform in
the spirit of integral ecology in order to foster ecological awareness and transformative action. Ac-
tions could include ensuring equitable access to education for all and promoting human rights, fos-
tering Laudato Si’ themes within the community, encouraging ecological leadership (students,
teachers), and ecological restoration activities.

"The earth cries out!
When we force its hand, nature shows its cruel face and man is crushed,
forced to cry out in fear.” - Pope Francis
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