
             

 

May I offer my sincere “Thank You” for the warm reception I re-
ceived following all the Masses celebrated on June 3rd & 4th of the 
weekend past.   

The many kind words, the cards with such gracious notes and your 
generous gifts topped off with the Sunday luncheon will never be 
forgotten. My heart is abundantly filled by the outpouring of your 
spirit offered this past weekend.  

The families and individuals who shared their memories from all three of our combined parishes 
reminded me how fortunate I am. As I leave St. Elizabeth of the Trinity and begin my new assign-
ment at St. Juliana’s Parish, I’m counting my blessings to have served such a wonderful communi-
ty of people in our corner of the Archdiocese.  

I was overjoyed to see and speak with all those who attended this weekend’s Masses and offer 
their personal goodbyes, warm hugs, and yes a few tears.  

To the many loyal partners who planned, set-up and hosted the luncheon, I’m humbled and most 
thankful. I’m just beginning to enjoy the Memory Booklet, and so many of the pictures on the big 
screen, and of course the delicious lunch and desserts enjoyed by my family and all our guests.  

The opening prayer and warm welcome set a perfect stage for what leaves me 
speechless. Tim Jacob’s emotional reflection and Shannon Nelson’s words 
coupled with both of their personal memories of my years at St. Thecla and St. 
Cornelius fill me and touch my heart in more ways than I can count …  

Yes, the spirit of the past weekend is a parting gift that I will cherish forev-
er. And as I mentioned in my reflection:  may our prayers continue to sustain us 
and our Lord’s many blessings fill the hearts and homes of each of you in the 
days to come.  

Thank you again and again.  Amen …!!  

Deacon John Rottman & Family All  

My Sisters and Brothers of St. Elizabeth of the Trinity,  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (CLOW) 
                 “Let the little children come unto me …”  

 
Your young children are baptized – Amen!  So what’s next? Baptism 
bestows a new name on your children – they are called 
“Christians.”  As Ann McGowan explains in the U.S. Catholic maga-
zine, children are “called like everyone else, to grow in their faith 
through liturgical celebrations. Children’s Liturgy of the Word manifests the church’s hospitality toward its 
youngest members and enables children to participate more fully in the liturgy ...  Any investment a parish 
makes in its children represents a commitment to the future of the church.”  
 

We are exploring options for re-introducing the CLOW program and are looking for parishioner input and 
for volunteers, both of which are needed to build and support this important mission. Please join our ex-
ploratory meeting on Wednesday, June 28 at 7:00 PM or contact Peggy Bradley at:  
pbradley@archchicago.org with questions or suggestions.  
 

For those who may not be familiar with CLOW, children (typically ranging from Pre-K to 3rd grade) are for-
mally invited at the beginning of the liturgy of the Word (before the readings) to gather at the front of the 
church, and then process to a meeting space where the Gospel is explored at an age-appropriate level.  They 
rejoin the assembly before the liturgy of the Eucharist begins.   
 

Who can be a part of the CLOW program? No formal training is needed; lessons are short and all materials 
are provided.  Depending on the ages and number of children, we expect to have multiple teams, each led 
by one adult. Middle-school and high-school students are also invited to assist.   


