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Striving to enter through the narrow gate 
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

 Peace be with you! We continue our journey through the Gospel of Luke, where Je-
sus, on His way to Jerusalem, offers profound teachings about the Kingdom of Heaven. In 
today’s passage (Luke13:22-30) someone asks Him: “Lord, will only a few people be 
saved?” And instead of giving a direct answer, Jesus turns the question back to the crowd and 
to us: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate.” I’d like to focus my meditation on the im-
agery of the narrow gate and its implications for our Christian discipleship.  

 

In today’s world, we are constantly surrounded by messages that promote ease, self-interest, comfort, and 
compromise. We are often led to believe that life is best lived by taking the easy road—doing whatever feels 
good, following our own version of “truth,” and building a reality shaped more by personal preference than by 
objective moral grounding. For many, success is measured by popularity, wealth, influence, or approval. But this 
mindset of seeking salvation without sacrifice resembles what may be called the “wide gate”: the popular path, 
the path of least resistance. It demands nothing, promises everything, and appeals to comfort over conversion. 
But the glow of its rewards is short-lived. This can influence how we live our faith, gradually reducing it to the 
bare minimum. For some, life is busy and attending Sunday Mass in person has become occasional. For others, 
the sacramental life, especially confession, is rarely sought. Our homes may no longer be places of daily prayer. 
This is not a judgment, but a heartfelt concern—one that calls for sincere pastoral and spiritual discernment. 

 

In contrast to the easy and popular path, Jesus speaks of the narrow gate—the challenging but life-giving 
way of authentic discipleship. When asked about how many would be saved, Jesus shifts the focus from others to 
a personal call to enter through the narrow gate. In fact, Christians of the first century were being persecuted, 
made fun of, and rejected for being followers of Christ. The evangelist Luke offers a clear and urgent warning, 
urging his audience to choose the path of holiness with greater urgency, sincerity, and effort: “Strive to enter 
through the narrow gate."  But what is the narrow gate?  

 

For Pope Benedict XVI, the narrow gate is the path of truth, self-denial, humility, mercy, obedience, and 
love. It is the way of the cross. It’s the path that refuses shortcuts, choosing the truth of the Gospel, even when 
it’s unpopular or costly. Ultimately, the narrow gate is not a rulebook, but a Person — Jesus Christ. To enter by 
this gate means to live in a relationship with Him and allow that relationship to transform how we live. It is not 
about suffering for its own sake, but about freedom through truth and a life of deep meaning, even in difficulty. 
Jesus assures us that the narrow gate “is a path that leads to life, not only eternal life, but also a more meaningful 
and fulfilling life here and now.” (Homily, WYD, August 21, 2005)  

 

Jusus also warns us that many will try to enter but they will not be recognized and say: “We ate and 
drank in your company,” but He will reply, “I do not know you.” That’s a hard truth. Being inside the church 
does not guarantee an entry into Heaven. Going to Mass, even knowing Scripture is important but not enough if 
we don’t develop a personal relationship with Him. In other ways, being intentional disciples is not just about 
what we believe, but how we live, putting the Gospel into action — in our parish, families, workplaces, and com-
munities. Our Catholic faith is rich not only in teachings but also in practices that deeply nourish our soul: daily 
prayer, Sunday Eucharist, regular confession, the Rosary, acts of charity, Scripture reading, Eucharistic Adora-
tion, and active participation in the various ministries of the Church.  

 

The Holy Spirit is calling each of us to be active participants, not just spectators, in our parish life. I’m available 
for spiritual guidance, pastoral discernment or any personal concerns. To schedule a meeting or phone call, 
please call the Parish Office (773 763-8228) , email me (dembonyumugenzi@archchicago.org)) or you may also 
approach me after Mass with quick questions.  

 

Lastly, we kicked off the new School year on Wednesday. We want our students to be grounded in Christ, 
with hearts open to learning, hands ready to serve, and spirits lifted in prayer. We invite you to prayerfully con-
sider supporting the Trinity Tuition Assistance Fund. (See Principal Hillmann’s letter on the school page of this 
bulletin for more information.) Your generosity ensures that no child is turned away from the blessings of faith-
based learning. Please pray for our children, educators, and parents so that they may grow in wisdom and grace.  



             

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us to “Strive to enter through the narrow 
gate.” Our call to be disciples and to follow Jesus demands that we learn to live 
for the sake of others. 

Your gift to the St. Vincent de Paul Society, through the “Poor 
Boxes” in the church vestibule, will help you to “live for the sake of 
others.” Thank You! 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 
Dear Friends,  

As most of you know already, in spring I was diagnosed with blocked arteries to my heart. The initial reme-
dy (insertion of stents) didn’t work. The solution then, was a minimally invasive heart procedure. This oc-
curred on July 31. Before & after the surgery, doctors guaranteed a full recovery in 1-2 months time. The sur-
gery was a success & I am now on the mend. I was in the hospital for 11 days & have been in the rectory 
since then. The process of recovery & rehab has been slow & difficult at times. I’m still told, however, that 
I’m on schedule for a full recovery. For this I am grateful to God. 
   I’m also grateful to many of God’s good people: 
- The medical staff at Loyola University Medical Center have been skilled & compassionate through it all. 
Regular checkups at Loyola are a given. I have home health care coming to the Rectory now. Cardiac rehab 
will be the next step.  
- My sister, Mary, has been an angel. A retired nurse, she has been with me every step of the way, encourag-
ing me and challenging me to work harder in my rehab.  
- Fr Deo & Fr Leo have been kind & generous with their time and energy. They’re never too busy for a cheery 
visit. Every day I’m blessed to receive Holy Communion from either one. 
- You, the people of St Elizabeth of the Trinity made my return to the Rectory last week a great joy with your 
abundance of cards, notes, emails and, especially the promise of your prayers. Friends from my other priestly 
assignments and my many cousins in Ireland have also made all of this easier with their greetings and prayers 
as well. I will never be able to thank you enough but please know of my gratitude and prayers.  
   Doctors tell me I should be ready to go by the 1st week of October. I pray they’re right. Until then, please 
continue to pray for me. I’ll keep you updated here in the bulletin.  
Eternally grateful, 
Fr. McC 

NOTICE 
 

Due to the school roof replacement project, parking in front of school on Ardmore is very limited. We antici-
pate the job will be completed by the middle of September. We appreciate your understanding. 



             

 

Bernadette Bannach—Elise Fernandez—Dolores Nano—Arthur Hamilton—Michele Schmidt— 
Joe & Nelda Garza—Jimmy Retondo—Elizabeth Hofstede—Donna Kolinski—JoAnn Keto—Jane Berg 

  

 (Call the parish office to have your name added or removed) 

Class 
of ‘26 
Car 

Wash 
 
The St. 
Eliza-
beth of 

The Trinity 8th Grade 
class will be holding their 
annual car wash fundrais-
er in the gym parking lot 
on Saturday, Sept.13th 
from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m.  
The cost is $10 for cars 
and $15 for vans/SUV’s 
and donations are wel-
come.  
Thank you for supporting 
our 8th grade class!  



             

 

ATTENTION: ALL MEN OF THE PARISH - THIS IS FOR YOU! 

 

 



             

 



             

 



             

 



             

 

  
  
  
  

Robert Brown & Yahil Ruvalcaba - I 

Presider Schedule - August 30 & 31 
  

5:00 p.m. — Fr. Andy Matijevic/ piano 
7:30 a.m. — Fr. Andy Matijevic / organ   
9:00 a.m. — Fr. Leo / piano 
11:00 a.m. — Fr. Leo / organ 
1:00 p.m. —  (Spanish) Fr. Leo 

   
  

  
 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

 

Sunday:  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday:  St. Monica 
Thursday:  St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of  
  the Church 
Friday:  The Passion of St. John the Baptist 
Saturday: 
Next Sunday:  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   ©LPi  

Sunday:  Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/Heb  
  12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 
Monday:  1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5- 
  6a and 9b/Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday:  1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6/Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday:  1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab/
  Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday:  1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 24:42- 
  51 
Friday:   1 Thes 4:1-8 (429)/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6,  
  10, 11-12/Mk 6:17-29 
Saturday:  1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Mt 25:14-30 
Next Sunday:  Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 
  (1a)/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 

Watch St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass live on You Tube - search for St. Elizabeth of the 
Trinity Parish channel. 
  
 

 SATURDAY AUGUST 23, 2025 
  
5:00 PM — James J. Divita, John & Helen Ptak, Don Love, 
  Jr., Rita Lombardi 
 
 

 SUNDAY AUGUST 24, 2025  
  
7:30 AM — for our parishioners    
9:00 AM — Christina Alvarez, Loretta Revers, souls in  
  Purgatory 
11:00 AM —  Christina Alvarez, +Richard, +Joey & +Baby 
  Rudolf, +Michael James Shannon 
12:00 PM - 12:45 PM — CONFESSION 
1:00 PM — (Spanish) Cesar Hernandez Marin 
\ 
 
 

 MONDAY AUGUST 25, 2025 
 
 
 

8:30 AM —  Edward O’Malley 
 
 

TUESDAY AUGUST 26, 2025 
 
 
 

8:30 AM — for those on our memorial trees and boards 
11:00 - 6:00 PM - Adoration / Benediction at 6:00 PM 
6:30 PM — Richard Milkiwski (special intention) 
  

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 27, 2025 
  
8:30 AM —  for the homebound of the parish 
  

 THURSDAY AUGUST 28, 2025 
 
 
 

8:30 AM — Zofia Kalemba, +Christine Wasowski 
6:30 PM — Bilingual Confessions 
  
 
 

  FRIDAY AUGUST 29, 2025 
 
 

8:30 AM — Mike Kelly  

 
 

  SATURDAY AUGUST 30, 2025 
  
 

8:30 AM — +Charles Boyd 
5:00 PM — deceased members of the Ognibene family,  
  Robert & Mary Rice (50th wedding anniversary), 
  Cathy McDonough (health) 
  
 

SUNDAY AUGUST 31, 2025  

  
 

7:30 AM — for our parishioners   
9:00 AM — George Berndt, souls in Purgatory 
11:00 AM —  for our parishioners 
12:00 PM - 12:45 PM — CONFESSION 
1:00 PM — (Spanish) Carlos Alexis Hernandez Perez,   
  Cesar Hernandez Marin, Diana Calderon 



             

 

Minister of Care Training 
A Basic Minister of Care Training Course for those who wish to bring our Lord in Holy Com-
munion to the homebound or in nursing facilities will be offered this Fall. Chaplain Rick Nash 
and Jim Vlazny of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Glenview will facilitate this training. 
The training will take place on two Saturdays, October 25th and November 1st at Our La-
dy of Perpetual Help Parish, Hickey Hall, 1772 Glenview Road, Glenview. Per Archdioce-
san guidelines, it is important that new Ministers of Care attend both Saturday training ses-
sions to be mandated. There will also be a session here at SEOT. 
For more information or to register, please contact our parish Minister of Care Coordinator To-
ny Lupinski through the Parish Office. 

New Eucharistic Adoration Opportunity at t. Elizabeth of the Trinity 
 

Jesus is truly present in the Holy Eucharist and longs to be with us in our daily lives. We are 
excited to announce an additional opportunity for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

It will be every Thursday starting on September 4 after the 8:30 a.m. Mass until Benediction at 
6:50 p.m. in Spanish. 
 

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed throughout the day for private prayer and Adoration. 
Come and spend time with our Lord - whether for a few minutes - or an entire hour. 
 

Let us draw closer to Christ, who is waiting for us with love. 
 

Please note that this is in addition to the normal Tuesday Adoration schedule. 
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773-401-6097
PAINTING • TILE INSTALLATION • DRYWALL 

ALL OTHER INTERIOR REMODELING

amremodelingco.com 10% off for Parishioners

Call Joey B for 
more info
773-418-1061 
JoeysPlace.online

Short term • Long term
Elston/Milwaukee Ave.

ROOM FOR RENT

Patrick McDonough
Broker Associate 

Cell: 773-766-7884

Cathy Byrne McDonough
Parishioner & Broker Associate

Cell: 312-618-6764

Serving Gladstone Pk & the Northwest Side for 43 years.
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7292 W. Devon Avenue 

Chicago

773-467-5600

Real people ready to help

LICENSED • BONDED 

INSURED

- Hot Tar - Roll Roofing 

- Modified Bitumen 

- Gutters & Down Sprouts 

- Single Ply System - Shingles 

-Siding - Reroofing  

- Facia & Soffit

We accept credit cards

- Work Guaranteed -  

JOE BIRT - PARISHIONER

(773) 792-1446 Office 

Cell: (312) 446-8067

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
David A. Wians – Agent 
773-774-1500 | www.davidwians.com

Active in the neighborhood for over 35 years

773.775.7434 
REAL ESTATE BROKER 
PARISHIONER

www.marybeirne.com

               MARY BEIRNE

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Bob Trytko
4440 W Addision - Chicago, IL

773.685.3200
bmautocollision.com

James Dombrowski 
Parishioner 

appraiser / umpire / adjuster 

(773) 366-4962
www.jamesbdombrowski.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

     

          
  Our Only Care Is You

773.774.0042 

Working Towards a Cure Specializing In Cancer And Blood Disorders

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Timothy Brinckerhoff

 
tbrinckerhoff@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x5150

BARNABY’S PIZZA OF NILES  
is looking for reliable  

PART-TIME CASHIERS
847-927-3776

barnabysniles@sbcglobal.net

Use this coupon for $2 off any large pizza

Malec & Sons Funeral Home
773-774-4100 • www.MalecAndSonsFH.com

6000 N Milwaukee Ave • Chicago
Peter Rago - Location Manager

PETE’S AUTOMOTIVE
Special/Oil • Lube • Filter

All Services & Repairs
Foreign & Domestic • Towing

773-725-3030
5413 Higgins Ave. • ASE Certified

FIRST  
CHECK-UP  

& X-RAY 
only 

$49
Refer Family  
or Friends get  
$50 OFF!

Family Dentistry • Dr. Margareta Qirko

773-792-0123
5489 N MILWAUKEE AVENUE, CHICAGO

WWW.NOVADENTALCHICAGO.COM



             

 

Rectory: 773-763-8228 
Fax: 773-774-8461 
School: 773-763-7080  
Website: www.stelizabethtrinity.org 
Email: parishoffice@setparish.org 

S . E    T  P  
  

6020 W  A  A  
C , I  60646-5320 

“It seems to me that I have found my 
heaven on earth,  

because my heaven is You,  
my God,  

and You are in my soul.  
You in me,  

and I in You – may this be my motto.”  
St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 

Administrator 
Rev. Deogratias “Deo” Mbonyumugenzi  
dembonyumugenzi@archchicago.org 
 

 Associate Pastor 
Rev.  Leonel Sepulveda  
lsepulveda@archchicago.org 
  

 Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Daniel P. McCarthy 
  

   Permanent Deacons 
Deacon Jose Adan Bernabé 
Deacon Gregory Bzdon 
  

Director of Parish Operations 
Mr. Michael Parilla 
mparilla@archchicago.org 
  

Director of Evangelization and  
Lifelong Formation 

Mrs. Ashley Guinn 
aguinn@archchicago.org 
   

Pastoral Minister / Bulletin Editor 
Mr. Jim Madura 
jmadura@archchicago.org 
  

Music  
Mr. Mark Wozniczka  
mwozniczka@archchicago.org 
Mr. Jose Angel Abarca (Spanish Mass) 
  

Administrative Assistants 
Mrs. Bea Cavoto 
bcavoto@archchicago.org 
Mrs. Gigi Aguilar 
guaguilar@archchicago.org 
  

Bookkeeper 
Mr. Jose Munoz 
jomunoz@archchicago.org 
  

 School Principal  
Dr. Kristine Hillmann 
k.hillmann@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 
  

School / Parish Marketing Director 
Mrs. Jenica Anderson 
j.anderson@stelizabethtrinityschool.org  

SERVICES 
Weekend Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 5:00 p.m. & Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.  
 (English) and 1:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Daily Mass Schedule: 
 Monday through Saturday: 8:30 a.m., Tuesday: 6:30 p.m. and  
 First Thursday: 7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Rosary: Prayed daily immediately following the 8:30 a.m. Mass 
Church is open daily for private prayer until 5:00 p.m. 
Confession:    
 Tuesday: 5:30 to 6:00 p.m., Thursday: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 (bilingual), Saturday: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., and Sunday: 12:00 to 
 12:45 p.m. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Tuesday: 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Benediction at 6:00 p.m.) 
 Last Thursday from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Benediction at 
 7:50 p.m.) 
Parish Office (Rectory): Monday - Friday- 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.   

Baptism: 
Please contact Deacon Greg Bzdon to make arrangements: 
gbzdon@archchicago.org  
  
Becoming a Catholic:   
Would you like to learn more about what it means to be a Catholic?  The 
Church calls this process The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA). It is 
a small group forum where interested people learn more about initiation and 
membership in the Catholic Church. Please call the parish office for more 
information. 
  
Marriage:  
Must be arranged six months prior to the ceremony. Please contact a priest to 
make arrangements. 
  
Religious Education for Public Grade School Students: Contact Ashley 
Guinn for more information. 
  
Parish Registration: New parishioners are asked to register at the Rectory. 
Forms are also available on our website under the Our Parish tab or in the rear 
of church. 
  
Communion Visits: Ministers of Care bring Communion to the homebound. 
Contact Tony Lupinski through the parish office to make arrangements. 
  
Food Pantry: Open Tuesdays - 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. in the lower level of the gym. 
For more Info email us at: food-pantry@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 
  
Bulletin Deadline: Noon on Fridays (9 days prior to bulletin date) 

Scan QR Code for Examination of Conscience  
and a Confession Guide  


