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September 14, 2025 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
This Sunday, we celebrate the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which is the very in-
strument of our salvation. At first glance, it may seem strange, even contradictory, to cele-
brate the Cross, a device once used for torture,  humiliation, and execution. Why should we 
glorify something associated with suffering and death? And yet, the wood of the Cross stands 
as a paradoxical symbol of God’s love and His victory over death and evil. It is the tree of 
life, planted in the heart of human history, bearing the fruit of salvation. To venerate the Cross 
is not to glorify pain but to worship the One who embraced that pain for our redemption. 

Historically, this celebration originated in the fourth century. Saint Helen, mother of Constantine, miraculously 
discovered the Cross on September 14, 326, while on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Constantine later built the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre on the site of her discovery. The liturgical veneration of the Cross has been 
widespread since the seventh century.  
Today we adore the Cross of Christ as the universal symbol of the Christian faith. It has inspired both liturgical 
and personal devotions: for example, the Sign of the Cross, which is an invocation of the Holy Trinity; the 
“little” Sign of the Cross on head, lips, and heart at the reading of the Gospel; praying the Stations of the 
Cross, and the Veneration of the Cross on Good Friday.  
Today’s readings remind us of the significance of the Cross. The Book of Numbers tells us how the Israelites 
were bitten by serpents because of their sins and complaints. When they cried out for help, God told Moses to 
lift up a bronze serpent on a pole — and whoever looked at it was healed. Like the bronze serpent, Jesus, in the 
Gospel alludes to being “lifted up” not to condemn but to bring salvation and healing. The second reading 
(Phil 2:6-11) tells us that Jesus “humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.”  
What does the Cross of Jesus mean for us today? First, the Cross, the symbol of God’s humility, is the throne 
from which Jesus reigns, not in worldly power, but in sacrificial love and perfect humility. Second, the Cross 
is not a sign of condemnation, but a sign of mercy. The Cross tells us that no sin is too great to be forgiven. 
Therefore, our own crosses —our trials, wounds, and losses —have meaning when united with Christ’s. To 
exalt the Cross means to embrace it, not run from it. Third, the story of the Cross ends with the Resurrection. 
The Cross, once a symbol of suffering, has become for us a sign of victory, love, hope, and eternal life.  
Today, as we exalt the Holy Cross, we remember that in Christ’s wounds, we find our healing; in His death, 
our life; and in His sacrifice, the fullest expression of God’s love for the world. 
In parish news, I’m delighted to invite you and your loved ones to our Parish Social Celebration next weekend. 
More than just an event, it is an expression of our unity as a parish family. Let’s come together to rejoice in 
that unity, strengthen our bonds, and welcome new faces with warmth and hospitality.  
In this bulletin, our Operations Director Mike Parilla, provides a summary of the projects completed and a pre-
view of those planned in the near future. More details and financial recommendations will be shared by the 
Parish Finance Council. In addition, I am forming our Parish Pastoral Council, and we will soon announce the 
names of those who will serve.  
Please consider joining us for Eucharistic Adoration every Tuesday and Thursday. Come and rest in the loving 
presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Whether you stay for a few minutes or a full hour, this is a 
beautiful opportunity to find peace, listen to God’s voice, and bring your prayers before Him. Lastly, I will be 
with you in spirit this weekend as I will do my last Mission Appeal at SS. Genevieve and Stanislaus Bishop 
and Martyr Parish. I will carry you in my prayers and kindly ask that you pray for the success of my mission as 
well. 
Let us then lift high the Cross—not only in our churches and 
homes, but also in our hearts and lives—as a sign of hope and 
a call to follow Christ with courage, faith, and love. 
In Christ, 
Fr Deo  



             

 

 



             

 

Today’s Gospel reminds us of God’s great love for each of us, a love 
so great that He sent His Son not to condemn the world, but to save 
it, so that we might have eternal life. 

Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in temporary 
need because of a loss of a job or an illness? Please leave a 
message (through the parish office) for the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society…we want to help! 

  

JOIN THE PARISH CHOIR! 
  

The Parish Choir is in need of more voices to sing at the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 
Those high school age and older are invited to join. Come to the choir loft 
on any Tuesday at 7:15 p.m. for rehearsals or to get more information. 

  

The Guitar Ensemble is a contemporary Christian music en-
semble, based here at St. Elizabeth of the Trinity parish.  
Some members of the Guitar Ensemble come here from oth-
er parishes specifically to participate in the Guitar Ensemble 

ministry.  We strive to make music that honors God, helps uplift the congregation, and enhanc-
es the prayers of Catholic Christians. This fall, the Guitar Ensemble will provide music at 
SEotT for the 5:00 p.m. Masses on Saturday September 20, October 11, November 8, Novem-
ber 29, and December 20.  The Guitar Ensemble will also be singing/playing at the prayer ser-
vice at Our Lady of the Angels Mission on Saturday September 27.   

The Guitar Ensemble needs a few more singers who can carry a melody.  The ability to 
read music is not mandatory, but it's very helpful.  We rehearse most Tuesday evenings.  If you 
would like to learn more about the Guitar Ensemble, please contact Brian Hirami 773-710-
4873.    

Minister of Care Training 
  

A Basic Minister of Care Training Course for those who 
wish to bring our Lord in Holy Communion to the home-
bound or in nursing facilities will be offered this Fall. 
Chaplain Rick Nash and Jim Vlazny of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Parish in Glenview will facilitate this training. 

The training will take place on two Saturdays, October 25th and November 1st at Our La-
dy of Perpetual Help Parish, Hickey Hall, 1772 Glenview Road, Glenview. Per Archdioce-
san guidelines, it is important that new Ministers of Care attend both Saturday training ses-
sions to be mandated. There will also be a session here at SEOT. 
For more information or to register, please contact our parish Minister of Care Coordinator 
Tony Lupinski through the Parish Office. 

PRAYER SHAWL 
  

Our next meeting is on Monday, September 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the art room of the 
school. Entrance is off Moody Ave. Let's hope the weather cooperates and we can 
get together.  Please do not wear any fragrance - perfume, hand lotion or any scent. 
Some of our members have severe allergies See you then. - Carol 



             

 

Parish Project Updates 

As we move into Fall I wanted to take a moment to recap what projects have been completed 
over the last year and a half, and let you know what upcoming projects will be taking place at 
our Parish. You likely all noticed a portion of Ardmore had been blocked off the last 3 weeks, 
as we completed a full tear off of the roof on 3 of the 4 main roofs which included the main 
school building and auditorium. Prior to that we also replaced 95% of the church roofs, in-
cluding the shingled pitched roof. Early in the spring we started the full replacement of the 
lights in the church. We had a lengthy delay in the project as some of the fixtures we received 
were broken in shipping. After a 3-month delay, we have the new fixtures and expect comple-
tion of that project in the next few weeks.  

Moving to the end of 2025 and into 2026 the next phase of projects we have consists of re-
placing the HVAC System for the church and the gym. The plan was to have this completed 
back in May but the unit they shipped was the wrong unit. We are hoping that we will get the 
new unit in the next few weeks and can get them replaced prior to winter starting. In conjunc-
tion with the HVAC replacement, we are also redoing the west Sacristy roof the unit sits on. 
This will bring us to 100% church roof replacement as we move into 2026. With the roofs of 
the church being done we are looking to have a portion of the ceiling tiles in the rear of the 
church replaced along with some patching and repainting of sections of the walls and ceilings 
by the saints and stained glass that suffered a lot of water damage over the last several years. 
Also, by spring of 2026 we look to replace the roof on the rectory to stop the leaking our 
Priests have been experiencing over the last several years.  

Finally, our principal Dr. Hillmann, our Facilities Manager Mark Brun and myself have met 
with an architect to begin planning our new playground for the School and Parish. The plan is 
to turn the Moody Parking lot into a playground and green space that all of the Parish and our 
school kids can benefit from as a place to exercise during lunch and gather and socialize after 
Mass. Our goal is to have this completed by the start of school year 2026, if all falls into place 
perfectly.  

We are excited for all we have accomplished so far over the last couple of years and we look 
forward to all we are going to accomplish around the Parish Campus as we move into 2026 
and beyond. Thank you for your support of our Parish and continued patience as these pro-
jects do require some maneuverings and adjusting from all of us as when we come to Church 
and School.  

God Bless, 

Michael Parilla 
Operations Director 

PUBLIC MEETING REGARDING THE PRODUCE CENTER SITE 
Alderman Gardiner is holding an information meeting in our auditorium on Monday, 

September 15 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss a proposal to demolish the Produce Center and replace it 
with a carwash. 
 Please attend the meeting and voice your opinion. 

Here is a link to a detailed article that appeared in the Nadig Newspaper:  
https://nadignewspapers.com/car-wash-proposed-for-former-produce-center-site-in-gladstone-
park-on-nw-side-gardiner-sets-community-meeting/ 



             

 



             

 

Bernadette Bannach—Elise Fernandez—Dolores Nano—Arthur Hamilton—Michele Schmidt— 
Joe & Nelda Garza—Jimmy Retondo—Elizabeth Hofstede—Donna Kolinski—JoAnn Keto—Jane Berg 

  
(Call the parish office to have your name added or removed) 



             

 

Heading into 1st grade at full speed...reading, writing, spelling, and free time. 
 

Free time is vital for mental, emotional, and physical well-being. It reduces stress, boosts 
mood, enhances creativity, and fosters stronger relationships. 
 



             

 

Presider Schedule - September 20 & 21 
  

4:00 p.m. — Fr. Deo / Guitar Ensemble 
7:30 a.m. — Fr.  Deo / organ   
9:00 a.m. — Fr. Leo / piano / parish choir 
11:00 a.m. — Fr. Leo / organ 
1:00 p.m. —  (Spanish) Fr. Deo 

   
  

  
Eduardo Amaro Franco  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday:  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Monday:  Our Lady of Sorrows 
Tuesday:  Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian,  
  Bishop, Martyrs 
Wednesday:  St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and  
  Doctor of the Church; St. Hildegard of 
  Bingen, Virgin and Doctor of the  
  Church 
Thursday: 
Friday:  St. Januarius, Bishop and Martyr 
Saturday:  Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, and 
  Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, and  
  Companions, Martyrs [M] 
Next Sunday:  25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
   Catechetical Sunday 

©LPi  

Sunday:  Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,  
  38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 
Monday:  1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/Jn 19:25-27  
  or Lk 2:33-35 
Tuesday:  1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5,  
  6/Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday:  1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk  
  7:31-35 
Thursday:  1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10/Lk 7:36- 
  50 
Friday:   1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-
  20/Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday:  1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 8:4
  -15 
Next Sunday:  Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 (see 1a,  
  7b)/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13 

Watch St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass live on You Tube - search for St. Elizabeth of the 
Trinity Parish channel. 
  
 

 SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 2025 
  
 

5:00 PM — Electo Infante, +Tom Gutzman, Carmen  
  Rosario Castro, +Kevin Taylor, +Adele Martin  
  Bach, +Don Love Jr., +Lorraine & +Ralph  
  Schmidt (wedding anniversary) 
  
 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14, 2025  
  
 

7:30 AM — +Linda Foster, +Catherine Kamermayer,  
  +Richard von Hatten, +Daniel Havik, +Barbara  
  Hornbeck 
9:00 AM — souls in Purgatory 
11:00 AM —  Carmen Caraballo Rosario (health), Ma.  
  Fier Celine Gomez (thanksgiving) 
12:00 PM - 12:45 PM — CONFESSION 
1:00 PM — (Spanish) Cesar Hernandez Marin, Stephanie 
  Rousset (birthday), Krofot-Rousset family,  
  Roberto Revelas (birthday), +Alejandro Basave  
  Ocampo, Romero Flores Jr. (health) 
   

 MONDAY SEPTEMBER 15, 2025 
   
  

8:30 AM — for those in our Book of Remembrance  
  
 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 
  
  

8:30 AM — +Dom Colletti (12th anniversary) 
11:00 - 6:00 PM - Adoration / Benediction at 6:00 PM 
6:30 PM — for those on our memorial trees and boards 
  
 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 17, 2025 
  
 

8:30 AM —  Ed Jones, Jacobucci family 
  

 THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 
  
  

8:30 AM — St. Elizabeth of the Trinity school community 
9:15 - 6:50 PM - Adoration / Benediction at 6:50 PM 
6:30 PM — bilingual Confessions 
  
  
 

  FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 19, 2025 
  
  

8:30 AM — for those in our prayer garden  
  
 

  SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2025 
  
 

8:30 AM — for the homebound of the parish 
4:00 PM — John & Helen Ptak, deceased members of the 
  Ognibene family, +Michael Byrne (20th  
  anniversary)    

 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 2025  

  
 

7:30 AM — for our parishioners 
9:00 AM — souls in Purgatory 
11:00 AM —  for our parishioners 
12:00 PM - 12:45 PM — CONFESSION 
1:00 PM — (Spanish) Cesar Hernandez Marin, Romero  
  Flores Jr. (health) 

Happy 70th 
Birthday 
Pope Leo 



             

 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 

The Seminarian Education Fund provides support for men studying for the priesthood in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. The fund helps cover the cost of educating our seminarians as they 
proceed through the stages of formation before ordination as priests. 
Your generosity supports these men answering God’s call to a life of ser-
vice for the Archdiocese of Chicago.  
You can also give electronically at Faith Direct or at:  
archchicago.org/seminarianfund or us the QR Code 
Thank you! 
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773-401-6097
PAINTING • TILE INSTALLATION • DRYWALL 

ALL OTHER INTERIOR REMODELING

amremodelingco.com 10% off for Parishioners

Call Joey B for 
more info
773-418-1061 
JoeysPlace.online

Short term • Long term
Elston/Milwaukee Ave.

ROOM FOR RENT

Patrick McDonough
Broker Associate 

Cell: 773-766-7884

Cathy Byrne McDonough
Parishioner & Broker Associate

Cell: 312-618-6764

Serving Gladstone Pk & the Northwest Side for 43 years.
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7292 W. Devon Avenue 

Chicago

773-467-5600

Real people ready to help

LICENSED • BONDED 

INSURED

- Hot Tar - Roll Roofing 

- Modified Bitumen 

- Gutters & Down Sprouts 

- Single Ply System - Shingles 

-Siding - Reroofing  

- Facia & Soffit

We accept credit cards

- Work Guaranteed -  

JOE BIRT - PARISHIONER

(773) 792-1446 Office 

Cell: (312) 446-8067

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
David A. Wians – Agent 
773-774-1500 | www.davidwians.com

Active in the neighborhood for over 35 years

773.775.7434 
REAL ESTATE BROKER 
PARISHIONER

www.marybeirne.com

               MARY BEIRNE

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Bob Trytko
4440 W Addision - Chicago, IL

773.685.3200
bmautocollision.com

James Dombrowski 
Parishioner 

appraiser / umpire / adjuster 

(773) 366-4962
www.jamesbdombrowski.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

     

          
  Our Only Care Is You

773.774.0042 

Working Towards a Cure Specializing In Cancer And Blood Disorders

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Timothy Brinckerhoff

 
tbrinckerhoff@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x5150

BARNABY’S PIZZA OF NILES  
is looking for reliable  

PART-TIME CASHIERS
847-927-3776

barnabysniles@sbcglobal.net

Use this coupon for $2 off any large pizza

Malec & Sons Funeral Home
773-774-4100 • www.MalecAndSonsFH.com

6000 N Milwaukee Ave • Chicago
Peter Rago - Location Manager

PETE’S AUTOMOTIVE
Special/Oil • Lube • Filter

All Services & Repairs
Foreign & Domestic • Towing

773-725-3030
5413 Higgins Ave. • ASE Certified

FIRST  
CHECK-UP  

& X-RAY 
only 

$49
Refer Family  
or Friends get  
$50 OFF!

Family Dentistry • Dr. Margareta Qirko

773-792-0123
5489 N MILWAUKEE AVENUE, CHICAGO

WWW.NOVADENTALCHICAGO.COM



             

 

Rectory: 773-763-8228 
Fax: 773-774-8461 
School: 773-763-7080  
Website: www.stelizabethtrinity.org 
Email: parishoffice@setparish.org 

S . E    T  P  
  

6020 Wൾඌඍ Aඋൽආඈඋൾ Aඏൾඇඎൾ 
Cඁංർൺ඀ඈ, Iඅඅංඇඈංඌ 60646-5320 

“It seems to me that I have found my 
heaven on earth,  

because my heaven is You,  
my God,  

and You are in my soul.  
You in me,  

and I in You – may this be my motto.”  
St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 

Administrator 
Rev. Deogratias “Deo” Mbonyumugenzi  
dembonyumugenzi@archchicago.org 
 

 Associate Pastor 
Rev.  Leonel Sepulveda  
lsepulveda@archchicago.org 
  

 Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Daniel P. McCarthy 
  

   Permanent Deacons 
Deacon Jose Adan Bernabé 
Deacon Gregory Bzdon 
  

Director of Parish Operations 
Mr. Michael Parilla 
mparilla@archchicago.org 
  

Director of Evangelization and  
Lifelong Formation 

Mrs. Ashley Guinn 
aguinn@archchicago.org 
   

Pastoral Minister / Bulletin Editor 
Mr. Jim Madura 
jmadura@archchicago.org 
  

Music  
Mr. Mark Wozniczka  
mwozniczka@archchicago.org 
Mr. Jose Angel Abarca (Spanish Mass) 
  

Administrative Assistants 
Mrs. Bea Cavoto 
bcavoto@archchicago.org 
Mrs. Gigi Aguilar 
guaguilar@archchicago.org 
  

Bookkeeper 
Mr. Jose Munoz 
jomunoz@archchicago.org 
  

 School Principal  
Dr. Kristine Hillmann 
k.hillmann@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 
  

School / Parish Marketing Director 
Mrs. Jenica Anderson 
j.anderson@stelizabethtrinityschool.org  

SERVICES 
Weekend Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 5:00 p.m. & Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.  
 (English) and 1:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Daily Mass Schedule: 
 Monday through Saturday: 8:30 a.m., Tuesday: 6:30 p.m. and  
 First Thursday: 7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Rosary: Prayed daily immediately following the 8:30 a.m. Mass 
Church is open daily for private prayer until 5:00 p.m. 
Confession:    
 Tuesday: 5:30 to 6:00 p.m., Thursday: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 (bilingual), Saturday: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., and Sunday: 12:00 to 
 12:45 p.m. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Tuesday: 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Benediction at 6:00 p.m.) 
 Thursday: from after 8:30 a.m. Mass until Benediction at 6:50 
 p.m. (in Spanish) 
Parish Office (Rectory): Monday - Friday- 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.   

Baptism: 
Please contact Deacon Greg Bzdon to make arrangements: 
gbzdon@archchicago.org  
  
Becoming a Catholic:   
Would you like to learn more about what it means to be a Catholic?  The 
Church calls this process The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA). It is 
a small group forum where interested people learn more about initiation and 
membership in the Catholic Church. Please call the parish office for more 
information. 
  
Marriage:  
Must be arranged six months prior to the ceremony. Please contact a priest to 
make arrangements. 
  
Religious Education for Public Grade School Students: Contact Ashley 
Guinn for more information. 
  
Parish Registration: New parishioners are asked to register at the Rectory. 
Forms are also available on our website under the Our Parish tab or in the rear 
of church. 
  
Communion Visits: Ministers of Care bring Communion to the homebound. 
Contact Tony Lupinski through the parish office to make arrangements. 
  
Food Pantry: Open Tuesdays - 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. in the lower level of the gym. 
For more Info email us at: food-pantry@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 
  
Bulletin Deadline: Noon on Fridays (9 days prior to bulletin date) 

Scan QR Code for Examination of Conscience  
and a Confession Guide  


