Christmas 2025

Dhear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Cmr Christmas celehrations coincide with the beginning of winter There is less light at this time of
wear and more eold than we might want The contmst is soiking for people of fzith. We remember
Gods only bepotten Son bom of the Virpin Mary He conses into 3 dark and cold world as its lioht amd
its warmith.

In chapter four of MMatthews gospel at the begmning of the public ministry of Jesus, the evangalist
cites words of the prophet Isaizh:

..The peahis whe 1ot in SaTEResE
Dave en a great Spiv,
and for those wha rat in the redon
ang shades of death
gkt bay deswed, (Mt 4:16)

Events of this past year could sugpest that all we have is indeed a cold and dark wodd. That seems to
be the message of the wars fought aroond the wodd, of the tragic school shootings and political
assassinations in our mation, and of our frayed commertions with each other

Again, for ws 25 people of faith, the contrast is stark We are pealistic, and we kmow well the challenges
of our wordd in this tense moment of the word's history. We also know, however, a larger narrative of
God’s love incamate in Jesws Chost, the light that breaks the power of sin and death 3aint John wrote
of hinr “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:3) This Light
enlightens us and warms us. Whatever strugples we face, we are assured becanse he walks with us.

As you pather with family and foends and fellow panshioners, I urge you to reassure each other with
our convictons of faith. Tike responsihility in the world to be a sipn of bope and a source of
enconmpement for others. In this way, you will brong Christ the light to those who need him

Join me and poy for our wordd, our nation, and oor local communities that we can all walk in the light

Archbishop of Chicagos




